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BENGALURU: Local level "political 
differences" and SDPI's larger con-
spiracy to disturb law and order were 
among the reasons behind the recent 
violence here, Karnataka Home Min-
ister Basavaraj Bommai said on Friday.

Further investigations were going 
on into all these aspects, he told report-
ers here after meeting Chief Minister 
B S Yediyurappa.

He also said 60 people were 
arrested on Thursday night, taking 
the total detentions to over 200 so far 
in connection with the mob violence 
on Tuesday night in Pulakeshinagar 
assembly constituency area that led to 
police firing and death of three people.

Khaleem Pasha, the husband of 
city Corporator Irshaad Begum, was 
among the 60 arrested.

"Political differences there (in 
Pulakeshinagar) and matters related 
to previous election, also upcom-
ing election (to city civic body) and 
related matters are all involved in it 
(violence)," Bommai said.

Along with political differences, 
'conspiracy' by the Social Democrac-
tic Party of India (SDPI) to disturb 
the law and order situation was also 

behind the violence by a large num-
ber of people protesting a communally 
sensitive social media post.

"I have already said that we are 
deeply investigating the SDPI's role 
and along with that the role of local 
corporators is all coming out one 
after the other, investigations are  
on.

Around 206 people have been 
arrested so far," he added.

There are reports that local poli-
tics with an eye on coming polls to 
the city civic body Bruhat Bengaluru 
MahanagaraPalike might have also 

added to the fury, pointing at alleged 
differences between local corporators 
and MLA AkhandaSrinivasa Mur-
thy, who had joined Congress from  
JD(S).

Reports have also said SDPI was 
keen to gain ground in the locality, that 
has a considerable Muslim population.

Responding to a question regard-
ing this, Bommai said it had come to 
light from investigation so far about 
differences within the Congress and 
also differences between Congress 
and the SDPI locally.

"The split and friction that was 

caused during the previous election... 
also upcoming elections. Along with 
this the larger conspiracy of SDPI - 
violence and targeting police stations 
all (these) involved. We are investi-
gating this further," the Home Min-
ister said.

The violence in D J Halli and 
adjoining areas on Tuesday night 
was unleashed by hundreds of peo-
ple over an inflammatory social 
media post allegedly put out by P 
Naveen, a relative of Pulakeshinagar 
MLA R AkhandaSrinivasa Murthy of  
Congress.

The MLAs residence and a police 
station at D J Halli were torched by 
rioters who also set many police and 
private vehicles afire, and looted the 
belongings of the legislator and his 
sister.

Noting that 60 people arrested 
last night were being investigated 
and their background looked into, 
Bommai said this operation will  
continue.

"We have given directions to offi-
cers to take all steps to put a perma-
nent end to anti-social elements and 
their activities," he said. AGENCIES

‘Local political differences, SDPI's 
conspiracy behind B’luru violence’

Role of local corporators coming out one after the other, says Bommai

Terrorists gun down two J&K 
policemen outside Srinagar
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SRINAGAR: A day ahead of 
the Independence Day, Jaish-e-
Mohammad terrorists shot dead 
two Jammu and Kashmir police-
men and wounded another in indis-
criminate firing in Nowgam area 
on the outskirts of the Srinagar city, 
police said.

They said the terrorists have 
been identified and will be neu-
tralised soon. Terrorists fired indis-
criminately on a police party near 
Nowgam bypass Friday morning, 
a police official said, adding three 
policemen were injured in the  
attack.

The policemen were shifted to 
a hospital where two of them suc-
cumbed and the third was undergo-
ing treatment, the official said.

Inspector General of Police 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar, said the JeM 
carried out the attack.

"They fired indiscriminately 
and two of our jawans were mar-
tyred... We have identified them, 
they belong to JeM group. We will 
neutralise them soon," Kumar 
told reporters near the site of the  
attack. Asked whether there were 
any inputs about a possible terror-
ist attack on the eve of the Indepen-
dence Day, the IGP said the police 
get such inputs every year.

"We have such inputs every 
year before August 15 and Janu-
ary 26. We had inputs that they 
will try (an attack) in some area. 
The boys were alert and prepared, 
but they (the militants) came 
from the rear side and fired on  
them.

Chh’garh tops in 
cleanliness again, 
winner in Swachh 

Survekshan
RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh has 
once again won the world’s 
largest sanitation competition 
organized by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs, 
Government of India.

Urban cleanliness is 
assessed by the Govern-
ment of India every year in a 
Swachh Survekshan conducted 
between all cities and states 
of the country on different  
scales.

 It mainly involves rank-
ing of states and cities through 
third party assessment of 
door to door garbage col-
lection, scientific disposal of 
waste, open defecation free 
city and waste free city star 
rating by incorporating citizen  
feedback.

States and cities with 
excellent performance are  
rewarded.

It has been informed by the 
Government of India that this 
year, Chhattisgarh has done 
its best in the field of clean-
liness while retaining its sta-
tus of the cleanest state of the  
country.

Chhattisgarh will be 
awarded by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi on August 20,  
2020. AGENCIES
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NEW DELHI: On the eve of 
Independence Day, President 
Ram Nath Kovind approved 
gallantry awards for defence 
personnel, including Shaurya 
Chakra to three from the Army 
for counter-terrorist opera-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir, 
the defence ministry said on 
Friday.

Wing Commander Vishak 
Nair from the Indian Air Force 
was also awarded the Shaurya 
Chakra.

Those from the Army who 
have been awarded the Shau-
rya Chakra are Lt.Col. Krishan 
Singh Rawat from the elite Spe-
cial Forces, Major Anil Urs and 
Havildar Alok Kumar Dubey.

The Shaurya Chakra is 

awarded for gallantry other-
wise than in the face of the 
enemy .

Rawat was leading a team, 
deployed along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu & 
Kashmir for conducting coun-
ter-infiltration and counter-
terrorist operations, an Army 
citation said.

While being deployed 
along the LoC, an intelligence 
was received indicating a likely 
attempt by terrorists to either 
infiltrate or inflict casual-
ties. Rawat led his team and 
deployed it along the likely 
routes of infiltration.

After 36 hours in ambush 
in inclement weather and 
close proximity to the LoC, 
his team spotted the group of  
terrorists.

President approves gallantry award 
for defence personnel on eve of 

I-Day, 4 get Shaurya Chakra
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NEW DELHI: Six officers and 
officials from the Central Bureau 
of Investigation have been awarded 
the President's Police Medal 
for Distinguished Service this 
Independence Day along with 26 other 
officers and officials who were awarded 
the Police Medal for Meritorious 
Service.

Both these awards have been 
conferred upon the officials of the 
agency by the President of India.

The officials who were 
awarded the President's Police 
Medal for Distinguished Service  
include:

Prasenjit Roy, ASP, CBI, BSFB, 
Kolkata; Surinder Singh Bhullar, 
DSP, CBI, ACB, Chandigarh; Vijay 
Goswami, Head Constable, CBI(HQ), 
New Delhi; Vazir Singh, Head 

Constable, CBI, EO-II, New Delhi; 
S. Ravi, Head Constable, CBI, SU, 
Chennai and Shyambir Singh, Head 
Constable, CBI, Policy Division, New  
Delhi.

The following officers and 
officials were conferred with the 
Police Medal for Meritorious  
Service:

Diwas Kumar, DSP, CBI, SU, 
Mumbai; K.Lokho Moses, DSP, CBI, 
EO-II, New Delhi; Ashok Kumar Jha, 
Inspector, CBI, ACB, Patna; Manoj 
Kumar, Inspector, CBI, EO-I, New 
Delhi; Rajesh Bhonsle, Inspector, 
CBI, ACB, Raipur; Mahesh Vasant 
Patil, ASI, CBI, SCU-VI(SC-II), 
Mumbai; Brijesh Kumar Tripathi, 
Head Constable, CBI, ACB, Lucknow;  
Chandra Shekhar Pandey, Head 
Constable, CBI, ACB, Dhanbad; 
Kanwal Krishan Pandith, Head 
Constable, CBI, ACB, Jammu; 

Pradeep Kumar Dash, 
Head Constable, CBI, 
ACB, Bhubanewar; 
Ram Ratan Gurjar, 

Head Constable, CBI, ACB, 
Jaipur; Sanjit Kumar Roy, Head 
Constable, CBI, BSFB, Kolkata;  
Santosh Pralhad Mahajan, Head 
Constable, CBI, ACB, Pune; Shyam 
Chandra, Head Constable, CBI(HQ), 
New Delhi; Supriya Kumar Dutta, 
Head Constable, CBI, SU, Kolkata; 
T. Thirusarvanan, Head Constable, 
CBI, ACB, Madurai; Uttamrao 
Nagorao Aagle, Head Constable, 
CBI, SU, Mumbai; Budhdeo Oraon, 
Head Constable, CBI, ACB, Ranchi; 
Ajeet Kumar Singh, Constable, CBI, 
Policy Division, New Delhi; Bhaiya  
Ranjan Kumar Singh, Constable, 
CBI, SU, New Delhi; Dalbir  
Singh, Constable, CBI, EO-I, 
New Delhi; Hem Chander Tiwari, 
Constable, CBI, AC-II, New Delhi; 
Joginder Singh, Constable, CBI, 
Vigilance Cell, New Delhi; Rayapa 
Raju Mantena, Constable, CBI, ACB, 
Hyderabad; Pop Singh, Constable, 
CBI, EO-III, New Delhi and 
Vasantha Rangachari, PS, CBI, ACB,  
Chennai.

32 CBI officials get medal for Meritorious Service
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